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Abstract: (EN) A peptide obtained from Brevundimonas strain SD-212 and having a &bgr;-ionone ring-2- 
hydroxylase activity; and a gene coding for ihe same. Thus, II becomes feasible to realize mass 
prodLiction of a carotenoid having hydroxyl introduced at the carbon of 2-(2'-)position of &bgr;-!onone 
ring, which carotenoid occurs in nature only in minute amount. There is further provided a novel gene 
coding for an enzyme for introduction of hydroxyl at the carton of 3-(3'-)position of carotenoid having a 
&bgr;~ionone ring, and provided a novel gene coding forgeranyigeranyi pyrophosphate synthase. 
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